
like many of our members, we have spent a lot of time considering what the horse show season might 
look like this summer. As an organization that was meant to celebrate its 37th anniversary this year, we as  
a community have weathered many storms. However, none of us ever expected to experience the harsh  
realities of the COVID-19 pandemic on all aspects of our lives. 

Our annual Championship Show has always been a celebration of our competitors’ province wide equestrian 
accomplishments. Everything that makes this event truly special is predicated on our equestrian commu-
nity coming together to not only compete individually and for their zone, but to socialize and spectate with 
friends, family and colleagues from across the province. Our show is renowned for this camaraderie and we 
are very proud to represent this community. Unfortunately, none of this is possible as of today’s date, and it 
continues to look very unlikely that it will be possible by the labour day weekend. It is unfathomable for us  
to continue to plan a competition and spectator event of this magnitude when gatherings in Ontario con-
tinue to be strictly limited. Ensuring the safety and well being of our equestrian community is our top priority 
throughout this crisis, and unfortunately this means that we have now made the incredibly difficult decision  
to officially cancel the 2020 Trillium Championship Show scheduled for September 2nd through 6th at the 
Caledon Equestrian Park. 

Regrettably, it is also becoming increasingly clear that local competitions will not be permitted to look much 
like the events we have come to know and love. We feel that the best course of action is to allow our local 

competition managers to make the decisions related to their own risk without pressure 
from the THJA related to the Trillium Circuit or THJA points. While there will unfor-

tunately be no “Trillium Shows” in 2020, we hope the zone communities can now 
explore creative ways to move forward with events or programs that are possible. 
We applaud those competition managers who may take the risk to conduct some 
semblance of competition this summer, but we also support those who make the 
difficult decision to sit this year out or propose alternative events. Whatever their 
reasoning, we hope that you will also be sympathetic to their decisions. More than 

ever, we need to support each other in whatever those decisions are. 

The THJA will be taking this time to connect with our equestrian community 
through education initiatives and outreach programs that can be conducted 
remotely as we look to rethink, reinvest and rebuild. More details on these 
exciting items will follow in the coming weeks as details are finalized. For 
those of you who have purchased 2020 THJA membership, you will retain 
voting privileges at your respective zone level and will enjoy an extend-
ed membership period through the end of 2021. 
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